
 
Public Notice of Voluntary Remediation 

Former Alco Controls Facility 
555 Peppers Ferry Road 

Wytheville, Virginia 
 
 
 

Emerson Electric Co. has submitted Voluntary Remediation Reports for the former Alco 
Controls facility located at 555 Peppers Ferry Road in Wytheville, Wythe County, Virginia 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ).  The VDEQ is evaluating 
whether a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of Environmental Remediation can be 
issued for the property in accordance with the Virginia Voluntary Remediation 
Regulations.  This public notice describes the remedial actions that were conducted for the 
property. 
 
The former Alco Controls facility was constructed in 1935 on farmland and was operated 
as a textile mill and then a knitting mill until 1974.  At that time, the facility began 
manufacturing heating elements for commercial dryers and refrigerators. Alco Controls 
manufactured refrigeration control valves on the property from the late 1970s until 2001, 
when the facility was closed. 
 
Soil and groundwater investigations were conducted on the site from 2003 to 2006.  Soil 
and groundwater investigations identified five areas of concern on the property that 
required remediation: the bright dip room, the nickel discharge area, the scrap metal storage 
area, the former solvent tank area, and the former gasoline underground storage tank (UST) 
area.  Affected soil in the bright dip room, the nickel discharge area and the scrap metal 
storage area was removed and transported off-site for disposal as non-hazardous waste.  
Confirmation samples taken in each area demonstrated that the soil met remedial 
objectives.    Groundwater remediation was conducted in the former solvent tank area and 
the former gasoline UST area, and groundwater monitoring is continuing.  
  
A human health risk assessment was conducted for the property. The risk assessment 
concluded that contamination in the soil and groundwater on the property did not present 
an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment provided that the impacted 
groundwater at the Site is not used for drinking water purposes, and the site is not used for 
residential uses. A deed restriction prohibiting future residential use of the property and the 
use of groundwater beneath the property will be recorded.   
 
In addition, the Wytheville Water Department supplies potable water service to the 
property and all surrounding properties. Wytheville town ordinances prohibit the use of 
drinking water wells when public water supply is available, and require properties to be 
connected to the public water supply.  Because the potable use of groundwater in the area is 
prohibited by local ordinance, there is no potential exposure to affected groundwater at the 
site.   
 



Additional information on this matter may be obtained from Mr. David Sarr, 
Environmental Strategies Consulting LLC, 11911 Freedom Drive Suite 900, Reston VA 
20190, 703-709-6500. 
 
Under the Virginia Voluntary Remediation Regulations, the public has the opportunity to 
review and comment on the remediation.  Written comments will be received by David 
Sarr at the address listed above for 30 days following publication of this notice. Any 
comments received within the comment period will be acknowledged in writing.  Copies of 
all comments received during the comment period and a discussion of how the comments 
were considered will be provided to VDEQ. 


